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Our Steady & Consistent Growth

Growth and evolution is so important in the natural world, and it is here at the
sanctuary as well. We've really been moving forward with our mission of late, growing
and evolving! And not just in structure, but also in staff, bird care, and programming.
Jillaine will become a full-time staff member in January, being able to dedicate her time
to the administrative aspects of ODBS.

The Bird Care building is undergoing a transformation to accommodate more winter
housing for birds. We're in the planning stages for our “People Place” building, for staff
and an ADA public restroom. Sandor, our new Operations Manager, is working on
advanced husbandry and enrichment plans for our resident birds. We're finishing up on
the new Small Raptor Mews we’ve been working on. It won’t be long, and we’ll be rolling
out our new bird transport van! And of course, developing many new programs and ways
to continue to expand our environmental education message and mission. Always
growing, but conservatively.

It’s been a recipe for our success for many years now, and it’s shown great results. If it
works so well in nature, we're happy to replicate that great example!

Rob Hults
Executive Director

Hoping 2025 Brings the People Place

It’s been 10

years since our épb% ?)UW gf(b( &/mjﬁwj Y
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was put up and
it is now in the
process of
undergoing
some minor
renovations to
add two more
enclosures for
inside winter
housing. The
BCC continues
to be relevant and flexible in its use, but is wholly dedicated to bird care and housing.
Five years ago we brought in our highly used Nature Center, and this, too, has had some
improvements but is not used as efficiently as we would like. We have grown over the
last several years and now it’s time to really address elevating the people experience in a
couple of different ways.
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We are excited and hopeful that 2025 will bring us the People Place. First, we really

Continued on Page 2
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Planning Under Way for New Office, Meeting Space

Continued from Page 1

want to offer a more gracious and
accessible public restroom, one that is
located in a space convenient to where
most of the visitor and bird action takes
place. Second, we seek to bring together
14 years of scattered business records,
memorabilia, supplies, technology
hardware, educational materials and our
staff, who have very much earned a
comfortable place to work when
supporting ODBS and the raptors.
Besides daily raptor care there is digital
communications, educational research,

new programming, training volunteers

and so much more. Our Bird Care
Center provides daily care and housing
for birds and our Nature Center is
primarily front facing, although not
being used to its best potential due to
also acting as storage and staff work
space.

We think the People Place is just the
ticket and are already in the process of
putting together funding. A couple of
lead donors and a little Hoot paddling
have kicked this project off but we also

hope to be awarded grant money from

several sources both local and regional. We honestly think that making the shift from our parking lot porta-john to fully
ADA public access gracious restroom should be a resounding Y-E-S! We'll keep you posted. For mor information please

contact Jillaine at jillaine.seefeldt@opendoorbirdsanctuary.org.

A Little More Info on
Sandor, Our Newest
Staff Member

In the last newsletter, we
included a photo and quick
welcome to Sandor, our newest
employee. Quick, because he
actually had not quite started
yet! So ... here’s a little bit more.
Sandor comes to us from eastern
Connecticut with loads of
education and experience in
conservation, nature education and avian handling, rehab and education.
As our Operations Manager, we are happy to say that he has managed
large groups of volunteers as well as extensive work with raptors and
other wildlife. His knowledge of nature at large is a wonderful
complement to his wildlife “smarts” and he has even worked with snakes
and alligators! Yes, Sandor, you will see snakes at ODBS but don’t tell
anybody! We are over-the-moon to have you on board and he and Rob
have been busy birds getting lots of projects completed. Sandor loves Door
County — Yay! We think he will be here for a good long while — welcome
aboard. @)

Sandor with Jewel, posing for a photo.
Photo: Larry Mohr.

A New Way to Support
Open Door Bird Sanctuary

A lifetime tribute gift is not a new way of
giving but it is new for ODBS. In 2025,
we will more formally introduce the
opportunity to count Open Door Bird
Sanctuary among those that you would
like to gift as a part of honoring your own
lifetime filled with people and places that
are a testament to the greatest version of
the grandest vision you made of yourself.

Your tribute gift can be designated in any
way you choose, perhaps reflecting what
ODBS experience was most special to
you. Folks have generously made gifts in
the past, but we feel the time is right to
make this option visible and easily
accessible. If you have any questions or
wishes at present, please contact Jillaine
and look for more information to be
introduced in 2025.
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Volunteer Spotlight: Robin Alfano

My name is Robin Alfano, I am a mother of three and a
grandmother of six. When I am not working as the Director of
Advertising at Hatco Corporation in the Milwaukee office, you
will find me hiking with my camera in beautiful Door County or
baking sweet treats for my friends and family.

I have been volunteering at Open Door Bird Sanctuary since
February of 2021, handling the social media platforms and
growing our followers on Facebook from 1,558 to 4,050. I also keep
the events page up to date on the website, and in the beginning of
2024, I added program coordination to my list of volunteer duties.
I have really enjoyed using my background in advertising to help

live in.

Robin Alfano at the Sturgeon Bay Ship Canal Lighthouse

get the word out about how important Open Door Bird
Sanctuary’s mission is to Door County and the natural world we

We think Robin is fabulous, and thank you, Robin, for all of your
efforts from afar!

Coming this Fall: Open Door’s First Annual Report

As we continue to grow, we have been working on improving our internal structure. That can include, but is not limited to,
staff, creating standard operating procedures and best practices and expanding our board. Another item would be creating
an Annual Report that is suited to the type of “down-home” organization that we are but yet also reveals our constant desire
for professionalism. In our upcoming Annual Appeal 2025, which will head into the mail by mid November, we will be
including our premiere Annual Report. We don’t yet know how it will shape up but know that we want to share with you
our successes. Tell you about who comes to visit and how we work to serve the community that is our home. Stay Tuned!

Hoot Gratitude!

We can’t stop thanking everyone for making the Hoot 24 the best ever!
It’s takes 2 teams to make this event a success and the starting team is
our sponsors and raffle donors but the closing team is who rallies for the
victory and we want to take a moment to thank all of our ODBS family
who attended or participated from afar. Both teams, coming together,
are making us great in 2025!

One month of raptor food: Dee & Ron Netzl, Marj & Dan Andrae,
Lynn & Michael Van Dyke, Jenny & Jamie Friedle and Rick Burton

A portion of a month of raptor food: Marv & Sharon Strawn, Bill &
Donna Shewchuk, Larry & Janet Mohr, Andy & Jillaine Seefeldt, Roy &
Betsy Gill, Rob Davis, Jim Bauernfeind, Clint Seely, Arlene Johnson &
Chris Weidenbacher, Julie Gall, John & Mary Corriveau, Anthony &
Judy Licata, Tom & JoAnne Francis, , Kathy and Geoff Guillaume, Joan
and Bruce Pikas, Norma Young, Rob & Amy Hults, Gail Shiner, Dave &
Lee Ann Casper, Staci Reinhard, Ann Lindholm, Ryanne & Patrick Lee

General Hoot Donations: Steve & Kandy Otto, Dave & Nancy
Borghesi, Liz Phillips, Pam & Don Richmond, Kathy Parker, John &
Jennifer Daubner, Debra Zulaski Barbara Holman, Brnda Jaeschke,
Emily Walker, Bruce Ranta, Laura Sommer-O’Brien, Nancy Matzke,
Gregory Pelnar, Kristi & Rick Wiesner, Michelle Andrae, Dana Gieryn,
David Spath & Suzanne Le Fevre, Roy & Betsy Gill, Joan & Jef Fox,
Pam Voss, Anthony & Judy Licata, Kit & Dick Conner, John & Deanna
Swanson

New this year was the opportunity to
“shop” for all things ODBS on our Hoot
page with no hassle! And it gave many
folks unable to attend in person the
chance to easily participate.

ODBS Hoot Shopping Network: Barb and
Jeff Ottum, Jillaine Seefeldt, Angie Plambeck,
EH Barker, Mary Lou Schauffele, Sandra
Vandersee, Joan Pikas, Ken & Judy Mueller,
Mary Sonsteby, Kris Dubick, Kathleen Hults,
Lowell Pate, Mike & Claudia Masterson,
Missy Whalen, Colin DeAngelis, Gregory
Pelnar
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Located at:
4114 County Road I
Jacksonport, WI

Phone: 920-493-BIRD
E-mail:
rob.hults@opendoorbirdsanctuary.org

QOur Mission:
Avian awareness . . .
insPiring Pcoplc to co~exist
with the natural world that

surrounds them.

Stay up to date with Open Door
events and volunteer opportunities

'ih facebook.com/opendoorbirdsanctua n

Website: www.opendoorbirdsanctuary.or

Upcoming Events

Egg Harbor Pumpkin Patch (outside of Maxwell’s House):
10-4 on Saturday, Oct. 12

Sister Bay Fall Fest (near the Visitor Center): 10-4 on
Saturday, Oct. 19 and Sunday, Oct. 20

Fish Creek Jack O’Lantern Days (Founder’s Square): 10-4
on Saturday, Oct. 26
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