
People Place Moving Forward! 
By Jillaine Seefeldt,  
Development and Admin Director 

Wowie-zowie! We 
are rolling along on 
the People Place 
and it is really 
exciting for many 
reasons, not the 
least of which is 
that for the first 
time, we are hardly 
doing anything in 
the way of 
construction – woo-
hoo! We have put 
the finishing touches on the concrete work and are looking 
for the framing phase in a couple of weeks. We can’t 
overstate what a great addition this space will be for both 
ODBS staff and volunteers as well as the general public. 
The restroom will be a wonderful public amenity and the 
main space will give us our very first centralized ODBS 
headquarters. We have a People Place page on the website 
and are adding photos to it regularly (plus on Facebook 
and Instagram). When we can get in and situated, we will 
look forward to holding an open house to share the newsest 
part of the ODBS plan with you. In addition, completion 
will lead us into the multiple phases of Nature Center 
refresh for even more visitor engagement.  

None of this would be possible without some very caring 
local foundations and donors as well as our generous 
contractor team (listed at right). It can be a challenge to 
find good contractors but our team is superb – so please 
keep them in mind for any work you need. If you need 
contact information, get in touch with me at 
jillaine.seefeldt@ opendoorbirdsanctuary.org. 
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We’ve got lots of news to share …. 
We seldom have a quiet time, but the little we do have is long past and we have 
been Busy Birds for a while now. Things really ramped up as our People Place got 
underway, but you'll see we have had all manner of programming onsite and 
roaming around, too. Our spring work day helped get our trails in top shape and 
we're working hard to tie up loose ends. This issue is stuffed with great reads so 
take a few minutes to enjoy! 

ODBS Staff 
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Colosimo’s Construction pouring the floor of the 
People Place. 
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An 
Expanding 
World of 
Birds 
By Sam Watson 

When I first started volunteering at Open Door Bird Sanctuary this past winter, 
I could probably count on one hand the number of local bird species I could 
easily identify. The species on that short list are likely familiar to you, too – 
robins, cardinals, blue jays, bald eagles. Beyond that, most birds just looked like 
birds to me.  

Now, half a year into my ODBS gig, I’m far from an expert, but I’ve added many 
more feathered friends to the roster of birds I can ID.  

Some I know because of the birds I work with on the Raptor Team every 
Monday. I point out the kestrels sitting on the power lines along the highway 
whenever my spouse and I drive to Sturgeon Bay, and I bore him with fun facts 
about turkey vultures whenever I spot one circling overhead (did you know they 
sun themselves to burn off parasites on their wings?)  

Other birds, like owls, I can now identify by sound. We live near The Ridges and 
when I can’t sleep, I sometimes go out onto my front porch and hear barred owl 
calls (“Who cooks for you?”) coming from that direction. 

While raptors are the stars of the show at ODBS, the sanctuary’s trails are lush 
with other birds, too, many of which I’ve learned about with the help of the 
Merlin app. As I log more and more species on the app, it doesn’t feel like I’m 
checking them off a list; it feels like I’m filling in the map of my world like a 
character in a video game, making it more comprehensible and complete. 

Right now, I’m adding to my map the most recent arrivals – the birds that 
migrated here in spring, from pelicans and sandhill cranes to bluebirds and 
scarlet tanagers.  

You may have seen that last species recently – if not in person, then on the 
cover of the Peninsula Pulse, where I work. As the name suggests, they are 
brilliant red birds (at least the males are; the females are a yellowish-green, less 
vibrant but still beautiful). 

Most of these spring migrants come to Wisconsin through the Gulf of Mexico, 
largely flying at night. It’s a long journey for a bird that only weighs around an 
ounce. Though they’re fairly common in oak forests, you may not see them there 
– they often remain hidden, foraging for bugs in the upper branches. They
swallow small larvae whole, but they dispatch larger prey by pressing their tiny
victims into branches. Like kestrels, they can hover in the air while hunting.

While scarlet tanagers eat mostly insects in summer, they’ll snack on fruits and 
berries, too. In addition to tall trees, their other favorite spots to forage for food 
are in low shrubs or on the ground, especially when the weather starts cooling 
down again. 

Right now, that dreaded day is far away, and the scarlet tanagers are here to 
stay, right alongside the tourists and snowbirds who have arrived for the 
summer. Here’s to another season of new arrivals and more opportunities to 
expand our maps.  

Photo Credit: Kevin Naze 

Pay It 
Forward 
Estate 
Planning 
We are feeling a little more grown up 
with the presentation of our planned 
giving initiative called Pay It 
Forward (see below). We have put 
together a simple but heartfelt piece 
of literature to invite you to consider 
ODBS in your estate planning.  

We will be working to add this to our 
website but in the meantime, please 
reach out to Jillaine at 
jillaine.seefeldt@ 
opendoorbirdsanctuary.org for more 
information. 
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Volunteer Spotlight: 
Barbara Ottum 
Way back in 2014 Barb met Rob during a master 
naturalist training course and then was introduced to 
Aisling the Eurasian Eagle Owl, as a tiny fuzzy alien that 
April. She met Rob and Aisling again at a street fair that 
fall in Sturgeon Bay and saw a more grown-up Aisling 
definitely attracting a crowd. She was intrigued with the 
idea of working with raptors and so started training to be 
a handler. She met the core team at that time — Jillaine, 
Andy and Amy — but after some time, learned that the 
exposure to the birds, their enclosures, and their food didn't 
agree with her allergies. Fortunately for us, Barb discovered that the beautiful property 
ODBS sits on offered lots of challenges for upkeep and clearing and mowing them was a 
REALLY good way to help out. Thanks a million for your mindful care in keeping the 
trails open and clearly marked for everyone to enjoy!  

Barb and her husband Jeff live along beautiful Lake Michigan. Door County was always 
their refuge during their growing up and working years, so it is wonderful to have found 
their home here in Sturgeon Bay upon retirement.  An extra bonus is that their kids, 
Mike, Lisa, Will, and grandson Matty love to come for visits! 

Can you hear 
us now? 
Thank you to everyone for 
your patience as we worked 
through a couple of 
communication issues. The 
first, having to do with our   
e-news, was sending our
emails to spam for some
people. We solved that
technical issue; however, if
you want to be totally sure
you get our news, there are
simple methods of creating
safe mail. Please email
Jillaine at jillaine.seefeldt@
opendoorbirdsanctuary.org
and she can help.

Recently, Cellcom, our 
service provider was the 
victim of a cyber attack, 
but they and we are back 
up to normal calling and 
texting – sooo we look 
forward to hearing from 
you! 

Barb keeping the grounds at ODBS 
beautiful. 

Ready for Hoot ‘25? 
It’s #10! August 20th at the Kress Pavilion 
By Jillaine Seefeldt 

It’s hard for me to fathom that we are approaching our 10th 
annual Hoot-e-Nanny this year. When I think back on 
getting the event rolling, where both ODBS and I were in 
life, how many people have contributed to the success over 
the years and what we have all evolved into today…it’s a bit 
heady. We have enjoyed wonderful musical accompaniment 
from Last Man Standing to Katie Dahl But, and hosted it at 
various lovely settings, always striving to raise the bar, keep 
it affordable and most importantly, really fun to attend. 

We are pleased to present Hoot 2025 at Egg Harbor’s Kress 
Pavilion. With beautiful views outdoors and in, easy elevator 
and stairs access, we can once again invite you to a very 
delightful and inclusive fundraising event. I am looking forward to the return of Culinaria 
and NOTE: all beverages will be complimentary! We will bring back our super-dooper 
raffle and the amazing ODBS shopping network. So enjoy a few flashbacks and mark 
down Aug 20 on your calendar. We’ll remind you a few more times before the invites go 
out and after😉 One of our generous raffle donors is wood carver Jim Mergener who is 
preparing a tribute to one of our early residents, Koko the Saw Whet Owl. Take a look at 
her in the carving process and then a finished American Kestrel painted, which is where 
Koko will head after carving – Thanks Jim! 

If you’ve come before-you know you’ll want to come again – if you’ve never come, make 
this wonderful celebration of ODBS and joining the kind and generous ODBS family a 
must. Register early because we will have a seating cap. 

And a special THANK YOU to our sponsors: Door County Confectionary, Rick 
Burton, Dave's Tree Service, Plum Bottom Gallery, Macco's Flooring & Tile, 
Smile Designs of Door County, Andy & Jillaine Seefeldt and Harbor Hardware. 

Upcoming 
Events  

JUNE 13-15: Fundraiser 
and Meet & Greet at The 
Thirsty Cow, County 
Roads A and E in Bailey’s 
Harbor. 10% of proceeds 
during the weekend will 
be donated to ODBS. 
Meet & Greet with ODBS 
raptors 5-7 pm Friday, 
June 13.  
SATURDAY, JUNE 14: 
Raptor Rambles: Can 
You Find US? at ODBS. 
5-7:30 pm Boxed dinner
and Treasure Trail; Adults
$17 Kids 5-11 $8. Limited
tickets available. Rain
Date: June 15. Contact
Jillaine at 414-897-6569
to reserve. Payment in
advance required. RSVP
BY JUNE 12th

Koko in the carving process (above), 
painted American Kestrel (below). Both 
by Jim Mergener. 



Located at: 
4114 County Road I 

Jacksonport, WI 

Phone: 920-493-BIRD 

Our Mission: Avian awareness . . . inspiring people to 
co-exist with the natural world that surrounds them. 

Stay up to date with Open Door events and news 

facebook.com/opendoorbirdsanctuary 

Website: www.opendoorbirdsanctuary.org 

New and Cool 
ODBS Wear  
Since last holiday season, we 
have had our Cool ODBS wear 
on the website, available for 
purchase.  

A new offering at that time was 
the Experience Raptors! hoodie. 
I have to say that it is 
generously sized and super 
comfy and great for virtually any 
season. Some of you saw me 
wearing it over my coat at the 
winter Raptor Saturdays and 
that was just a Medium!  

Recently we added a brand new 
Tee in hunter green with white 
printing sporting the tag line 
“Bald IS Beautiful” and 
featuring both Amber, slightly 
bald and Fisher a Bald Eagle. 
Lots of new hats and still Larry 
Mohr’s beautiful cards, with new 
sets coming soon – take a peak 
and show your ODBS style to 
the world! 

Sometime folks think we aren’t very busy in the 
“off season” but au contraire, we are busy all 
through the winter! We had four well-attended 
Raptor Saturdays and introduced a lot of new and 
local people to the delight of ODBS. We had visits 
from the Girl Scouts and home schoolers and we 
helped the Ridges Sanctuary present Owl-o-Rama 
in March.  

Jillaine and Sierra did specially funded programs 
at Crossroads that not only helped us share our 
birds with students but also let them know that 
women are active participants and leaders in the 
environmental field.  

Besides a number of school visits from Algoma to 
Gibralter by Sandor, Maplefest in Plymouth and 
Earth Day in Egg Harbor, Rob took our team to 
Madison for the Bird & Nature Festival. We 
definitely get around and we get around in style!  

Once again, a special thanks to 100+ Women Who 
Care, Dutton Foundation, Maihaugan 
Foundation and Wisconsin Chess Masters and Al 
Johnson’s meet & greets, for the most spectacular 
set of wheels around. Jillaine recently showed off 
in the Jacksonport Maifest Parade! This is just a 
highlight of our many programs and we are 
working our tail feathers off to inspire and 
educate and put your supportive dollars to work. 

One of our really special appearances was in 
April at Sevastopol School. Every year for the 
past 50+ years they have selected someone in the 
community to honor for good works and they 
plant a tree on the school grounds for the selected 
someone. This year ODBS was really humbled to 
be selected and along with supporters, volunteers 
and staff went and showed off birds and helped 
plant our tree. We are also added to the mural 
inside the school with many other prestigious 
honorees. 

What Off Season? 

FEIN#: 90-0627524 

Raptor Saturday in February 

Tree planting at Sevastopol School 

Jacksonport Maifest Parade 

Specially funded programs at Crossroads 

Plymouth Maplefest 




