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Winter 2025

Open Door’s Far-Reaching Impact

Much of what we do here at ODBS is done with faith that we will have a positive impact
on people and the environment. We may be educating and entertaining people for the
day, or helping to create a lifetime of environmental stewardship. Aside from the
positive feedback we receive, one can never be sure!

There are things we can track though, and here are some pretty impressive numbers to
help illustrate the number of people from all across the country we interact with on a
yearly basis.

In 2024 we welcomed close to 4,000 people here at the sanctuary. We hosted 400 private
tours (our best year yet!), school and organization field trips, general admission days, etc.
We also had 65 off-site programs in 2024, both public and private. Schools, nature
centers, state parks, community festivals, nursing homes, resorts, and many more
locations welcomed our beautiful raptors and their caring staff. All together, we shared
our mission with about 20,000 people in 2024! It’s pretty exciting for all of us see a
number like that, and we’re looking at even better things for 2025. Thanks to all our
staff and supporters, a continued bright future for ODBS and its mission is definitely
taking flight!

Rob Hults
Executive Director

People Place Becoming a Reality

Last fall we introduced you to the
People Place: an innovative small
building that will be able to meet
several critical needs for ODBS. First,
exciting for everyone — it includes a
gracious ADA public access restroom
— yay! Next, we will be able to do a bit
of a refresh and reorganization of the
interior of the Nature Center,
eliminating storage, “work space” and
such so it can be totally devoted to all
things ODBS for visitors, even
including a Little Library for the
borrowing, trading and donating of
cool bird books.

Poles outline the shape of the Peoples Place building.

Last, but NOT least, we will bring together 14 years of records, memorabilia, our staff of
three and have ODBS Central. It's an open concept work and gathering space and can
flex into class or workshop space if needed on a rainy day. We are very excited and
thankful to announce that we are very close to our goal of about $80,000 which is a
combination of grants, donations and generous contractor help. We are committed to
moving forward with construction as soon as weather permits and looking forward to this
new working environment! If you are interested in helping us ring the bell on the tote

board, contact Jillaine at 414-897-6569 or jillaine.seefeldt@opendoorbirdsanctuary.org.


mailto:jillaine.seefeldt@opendoorbirdsanctuary.org
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A New Way to Support Open Door Bird Sanctuary

A lifetime tribute gift is not a new way of giving but it is new for ODBS. We are in the process of putting together
more formal information to help you designate funds in your name or someone that you want to honor. A natural
setting like Open Door Bird Sanctuary can be a beautiful place to honor a life well lived. Your tribute gift can be
designated in any way you choose, perhaps reflecting what ODBS experience was most special to you. Whether it is
dedicated to our operations, a special project or an endowment for future needs you can create a gift that honors your
own lifetime or that of a loved one. Folks have generously made gifts in the past, but we feel the time is right to make
this option visible and easily accessible. If you have any questions or wishes at present, please contact Jillaine and
look for more information to be introduced during the course of this year.

The Who's Hoo of Birds in Door County
(Winter Edition)

Sandor Bittman, ODBS Operations Manager

Every year thousands of birds flock to Door County to enjoy pristine
forests, long coastline, and numerous bird-friendly spaces including
Open Door Bird Sanctuary. Some birds stay to nest throughout the
spring and summer, while others might see the peninsula as a quick
place to rest after crossing open water on their migration journey
south. As is the cycle of things, eventually our warm summer
paradise fades into cooler fall days, and one by one many of the bird
species in Door County will leave for their vacation homes not to be
seen again until spring. However, you might be surprised to learn
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Frequently seen winter birds include the cardinal (above left) and Black-
Capped Chickadee (above right) as well as owls, including Open Door

that some birds DO stick around for the winter, and the question is  residents (below, clockwise from upper left: Radar, Blackbeard and
HOO are they?? Grace O'Malley, Forest, Wisdom, Aisling and Bill. Cardinal and Black-
v Capped Chickadee photos courtesy of the Peninsula Pulse.

One bird you're likely to see throughout the winter is the Black-
capped Chickadee. Think Chika-dee-dee-dee. They are one of a few
small species of birds that are non-migratory and have a variety of
adaptations that allow them to thrive in the winter. For starters,
chickadees are one of many species of birds that build their nests in
the cavities of dead trees. This nesting cavity provides cozy shelter
during cold winter storms and is often not located far from seed
caches stockpiled throughout the year in bark crevices.

Another non-migratory bird that resides in Door County throughout
the winter is the Northern Cardinal. Most cardinals live out their
lives very near to the area where they were born. During frigid
weather cardinals will often find shelter in dense evergreen forest,
where they’ll fluff out their feathers to trap heat and create an
insulating layer of air. Cardinals do not cache food so they depend on
finding high calorie food sources to get through the winter, including
waste grain and seeds from grasses and weeds. Stocking your bird
feeders with seed blends that include black oil sunflower seed is a great way to help local Black-capped Chickadees and
Northern Cardinals get through the winter.

Last but not least, these birds you may not SEE during the cold winter months but might HEAR if you listen closely from
dusk to dawn.. you guessed it, Owls! This is because many owl species are non-migratory and maintain their territories
year-round. They also have thick, dense feathers that act as insulation, including fully feathered legs and toes. In
January and February, both Great Horned Owls and Barred Owls can often be heard calling throughout the night, with
the Great Horned Owl calling out “Who’s A-Wake, Mee Too”, and the Barred Owl asking “Who Cooks For You, Who Cooks
For You-All”. If you're unable to catch these calls or need a refresher for what to listen for, we have quite a few resident
owls at the sanctuary who would love to chat with you and show off their warm winter adaptations.




Hoot Flashbacks: (from left) Sierra with Forest and guests (2023), Don and Marj Andrae, Rick Burto

n and Rob Hults (2019), and Last Man Standing performing for guests (2016).
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Are You Ready for Hoot '25? It's #10/!

By Jillaine Seefeldt, Board Chair

It’s hard for me to fathom that we are
approaching our 10th annual Hoot-e-
Nanny this year. When I think back on
getting the event rolling, where both
ODBS and I were in life, how many
people have contributed to the success
over the years and what we have all
evolved into today ... it’s a bit heady.
We have enjoyed wonderful musical
accompaniment from Last Man
Standing to Katie Dahl, and hosted it
at various lovely settings, always

striving to raise the bar, keep it
affordable and, most importantly,
really fun to attend.

We are in planning mode at the

moment and very pleased to announce
that Hoot 2025 will be held Wed. Aug.
20 on the second level of The Kress

Pavilion in Egg Harbor. With
beautiful views, easy elevator and
stairs access, we can once again invite
you to a very delightful and inclusive
fundraising event. I am looking
forward to the return of a familiar

caterer, Culinaria, and NOTE: all
beverages will be complimentary! We
will bring back our super-duper raffle
and the amazing ODBS shopping
network. Enjoy a few flashbacks
(above) and mark Aug. 20 on your
calendar.

If you've come before, you know you’ll
want to come again. If you've never
come, make this wonderful celebration
of ODBS and the kind and generous
ODBS family a must attend and
register early because we will have a

Volunteer Spotlight:
Linda Brooks

After vacationing in Door County
for many years, we retired to
Sister Bay in 2015. I volunteered
for a couple of organizations, and
after the pandemic, decided to
branch out. I'd seen ODBS at
some events and, as an old biology
instructor, was excited to discover
I could learn about and work with
raptors. I started in 2023 and
have been cleaning enclosures,
prepping food, and learning to

Carmen Lang
Joins Board
as Treasurer

Carmen Lang joined our
board later last year and is
hitting the ground running
as the Board Treasurer.
She lives in Fish Creek for
6 months and Sarasota in
the summer. Just kidding,
in the winter. But I think Carmen enjoying the sites in
one of the five "Stans” during
she loves to travel so much,  one of her many journeys.
she hardly lives anywhere!

She is a tremendous people person and worked for
Schrieber Foods in Green Bay before owning a
cheese making company in Green Bay with a
partner for a number of years. In 2007, they sold it.
She retired, but didn’t slow down. She volunteers
in both locations, loves all types of animals and
through an acquaintance with Jillaine and Andy
Seefeldt, came to know and be interested in ODBS.
We are so glad to have Carmen join our board and
help us keep growing!

Linda talks raptors with guests at Open
Door Bird Sanctuary as Ginger looks on
to make sure everything's correct.

handle the birds ever since. I
really enjoy sharing what I'm
learning with the folks that come
to our open days. It’s been exciting to see how ODBS has grown in
the short time I've been involved.

I also stay busy by ushering, tutoring ESL (teaching English as a
second language), and hanging out with my two kids and three
grandkids when they visit.

Linda is a delight to work with and it has been so nice to see her
make progress and gain confidence, growing right along with
ODBS. We are so lucky to have you on our team!
-
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Phone: 920-493-BIRD

QOur Mission:
Avian awareness . . .
insPiring Pcoplc to co~exist
with the natural world that

surrounds them.

Stay up to date with Open Door
events and volunteer opportunities

l{h facebook.com/opendoorbirdsanctua n

Website: www.opendoorbirdsanctuary.or

Upcoming Events
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