
And Now a Time for Thanksgiving 
We are stepping into my favorite time of the year, autumn. For me it begins in early August 
when our garden production is in full swing, but I also relish the crisp days and nights and 
love the clothing that goes along with cooler weather (going back to my fashion industry 
career!) The abundance of the earth, the radiant colors and the many foods I love to cook 
with and the chance to give thanks and regenerate all roll into both a quieter and festive 
season simultaneously.  

The holiday season is the pinnacle of gratitude and giving, of introspection and socializing 
and it is woven into this magical energy that we will be launching our 2025 Annual Appeal, 
so grateful for our expanding ODBS family that helps us stay strong each year. When your 
letter comes mid-November, take a minute to see what you have helped us accomplish and 
how you help us shine – you are all a part of that each and every day. Make sure to check 
out A Closer Look, a snapshot of our year, how we are doing and who we serve.  

Sincerely, 

Jillaine, ODBS Staff and Board Member 
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We’re Celebrating 15 Years! 
Happy Birthday to US! 

Can you believe it?!? Open Door Bird Sanctuary turns 15 on 
Nov 11 when our by-laws came into being. Over the next 
few weeks, the rest of our operating guidelines came 
together and by the first week of January 2011, the 
sanctuary property was locked in. It’s been a long road to 
where we are today, full of many thousands of dedicated 
volunteer hours, hard work, joy, sadness, immense 
satisfaction and pride as well as amazement and much, 
much humble pie!  

We made believers of the skeptics and we are here today 
going strong and still very much partners with all of you, 
our ODBS family. So thank you helping us to grow up the big age of 15! Read on for some 
history, events, updates and more… 

ODBS Staff 

Nature Center Refurbish 
We are looking forward to doing some interior updates to help us 
use this space much more efficiently as well as an exterior project to 
make our walkways safer, easier to manage for all levels of mobility and of course, more 
attractive. Part of this will come through grants, but part will come through the 
opportunity to purchase a paver for your favorite loved one or your favorite bird – so stay 
tuned for more info coming soon – it could make a great Christmas gift! 
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What a Long, Great Flight it’s Been! 
As Open Door celebrates its 15th year, we thought we would take a look back at all that has happened — and 
it is a lot! Below is a timeline showing the milestones we achieved in our first eight years. In our next issue, 
we will bring you up to date! 
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What a Hoot!! 
10th Annual Fundraiser a Great 
Success, Sets New Record 
By Jillaine Seefeldt 

Wowie-Zowie! I can’t think of better words to 
describe our amazing 10th Hoot-e-Nanny. We 
celebrated at the Kress Pavilion in Egg Harbor for 
the first time and enjoyed abundant food, libations, 
Hoot’n and fundraising.  

We soundly broke last year’s record with well over 
$58,000 going directly to our bottom line as we 
continue building our 2026 budget. We at ODBS are 
downright flabbergasted and thank you profusely for 
your immense generosity. The really cool thing is 
that it wasn’t just at the event, it was at Al 
Johnson’s kick-off, through our shopping network 
and through many people matching donations 
throughout the week as well. You have shown us 
how much you believe in what we do everyday and 
that you know how impactful we are in our 
community and beyond. Thank you, thank you, thank you.  

SPONSORS: 
Door County Confectionary/Doman Family, Culinaria, Rick Burton, Kris & Marc 
Dubick, Ecology, Dave’s Tree Service, Smile Designs of Door County, Plum Bottom 
Gallery, Harbor Hardware, Jillaine & Andy Seefeldt, Macco’s Floor Covering 

RAFFLE DONORS: 
Andy + Jillaine Seefeldt,  Kris Dubick, Stone’s Throw Winery, White Gull Inn, WI Cheese Masters, Door County Massage, 
Pearl Wine Bar, Michelle Andrae, Rebecca Britton, Roots Inn & Kitchen, Grasses Grill, DC Sail, Glidden Lodge, Bill and 
Renee’ Bauernfeind, Jim Mergener, Pirates Cove, Summer Kitchen, Third Avenue Playworks, Henrickson’s Fish Market 

DONORS OF ALL KINDS: 
Mary Anderson, Dan & Marj Andrae, Deron & Christine Andre, Lisa Barker, Bill & Renee Bauernfeind, Jim Bauernfeind, 
Pam Beck, Suzanne Berg, Nancy & Dave Borghesi, Greg & Becky Britton, Rick Burton, Dave & LeeAnn Casper, Roxanne & 
Mitch Christenson, Dave Christianson & Victoria Italiano, Susan Clement, David Cohen, Peter Coladarci, Kit & Dick 
Conner, John & Mary Corriveau, Flip Crummer, Jennifer & John Daubner, Jon Domanico, Marc & Kris Dubick, Cheryl 
Dursun, Andi & Tom Esau, Lynn & Linda Ferrell, Mary Foster, Thomas Francis, Jenny & Jamie Friedle, Janet & Phil 
Frystak, Dana Gieryn, Roy & Betsy Gill, Faith Ginger, Mary Gomoll, Carol Graf, Geoff & Kathy Guillaume, David Harrison, 
Barb & Doug Henderson, Jen Hirsch & Hugh Anderson, Barbara Holman, Lisa & Will Holmes, Tracey Hoy & Lowell Pate, 
Rob Hults, Jim Jaeschke, Brenda Jaeschke, Bob & Judy Jaeschke, Dave & Vicki Jensen, Arlene Johnson, Kristin Johnson, 
Al Johnson & Marilyn Hansotia, Arlene Johnson & Chris Weidenbacker, Al Johnson’s, Keavy Knauss, Carol & Steve 
Konetzke, John & Sally Korolewski, Cathy Laba, Carmen Lang, Ryanne Lee, Robert Length, Anthony & Judith Licata, Mia 
Licausi, Elias Lindstrom, Teresa Lockhart, Peggy Lott, Barb Lundquist, Claudia & Mike Masterson, Ken & Shawn Mathys, 
Aleda McArdle, Jim & Sally Mergener, Larry Mohr, Judy & Ken Mueller, John & Katja Nelson, Dee & Ron Netzel, Theresa 
& Mike Ochoa, Steve & Kandy Otto, Jeff & Barb Ottum, Kathleen Parker, Gregory Pelnar, Joan Pikas, Angela Plambeck, 
Kathy Ploeckleman, Patti Podgers & Jim Johnson, Lyn & Bruce Ranta, Pam & Don Richmond, Gini & Dave Roback, Dave & 
Barb Robinson, Michele Rogalla, Elvina Rogstad, Harrison Royce, Melody Rute, Katie Schedndel, Betty Schluter, Robert 
Schwarz, Clint Seely & Sanna Longden, Bill & Donna Shewchuk, Cathy Shewchuk, Madelon Smith & Mariah Barr, John & 
Deanna Swanson, Maria Thiesen, Lynn & Michael Van Dyke, Kevin Van Kampen, Sandy Vandersee, Barb & Ken Wardius, 
Erin & Kevin Wehrenberg, Robert Wells, Caryl Zaar, Stacy Zacher, Meg Ziegelmann, Debra Zulaski 

More than 100 people attended the 10th 
Annual Hoot-e-Nanny in August for an 
evening of “fun-raising” for ODBS. Above, 
attendees socialize prior to dinner. At right, 
people learn about Grace, an American 
Kestrel, from handler during the cocktail 
hour. 
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Phone: 920-493-BIRD facebook.com/opendoorbirdsanctuary 
Website: www.opendoorbirdsanctuary.org FEIN#: 90-0627524  

Volunteer Spotlight: 
Bill and Donna Shewchuk 
We have been long time nomads due to Bill’s career in the United States Navy. Since 
retiring in 2019, we have become migratory, spending winters in Virginia Beach and 
summers in Door County. Regardless of where we lived or for how long, we have felt 
compelled to support multiple organizations with our time, talent and financial 
resources.  

Our relationship with ODBS began a few years ago when we became friends with Andy 
and Jillaine at Woodwalk Gallery. They introduced us to the Open Door Bird Sanctuary, 
invited us to our first Hoot-e-Nanny, and we became members. We are definitely hooked 
on raptors! For the past three years Donna has volunteered on Thursday afternoons for 
the glamorous job of cleaning the bird cubbies and mews. For the past two years you 
will find Bill manning the entry station on Open Days. We have also assisted with projects in the sanctuary to include 
weeding, building the newest mew, and helping finish the People Place.  

We moved from Heritage Lake in Egg Harbor to a 140 year old home in Sturgeon Bay in 2020. Donna has renewed her 
interest in painting with acrylic, pastel, and watercolor. Her subjects often include the raptors of ODBS. Bill is an avid golfer 
and photography enthusiast. And we both enjoy traveling; most recently to Italy where we were stationed for two years early 
in Bill's career. Life is indeed good and we are so happy to be a part of the ODBS community. 

It’s Almost Open …. 
We are on the 
home stretch 
and anticipate 
wrapping 
things up by 
late October! 
What an 
amazing 
addition the 
People Place is 
to the 
sanctuary and 
our visitors 
will be thrilled 
and not 
chilled when it comes time to use the restroom in 
December 😊 check out our People Place tab on the 

website to see all the progress and all those who made 

our new corporate headquarters a reality.  

Hazzah! Hazzah!  
Merry Yuletide! 
What is all this about you say? We are very excited to announce 
that we will be appearing at Door County’s very own 
Christkindle Market in Sister Bay decked out in our 
medieval garb (while staying warm!) with our resident raptors 
sharing falconry lore and adding a little very old fashioned 
flair. Come see us Saturdays, Nov. 29 and Dec 6, and 
Friday, Dec 12 from 1 to 4pm. for more information see 
https://doorcountychristmasmarket.com/ 

AND we are also introducing the Owl-elujah Christmas on 
Saturday, Dec. 13 from 3 to 6pm. Come to a Raptor 
Saturday like none before with colorful twinkle lights 
everywhere, holiday music, treats, warm drinks around a 
campfire with $5 admission for kids and adults alike. Better 
yet, make it an afternoon outing and also enjoy the Ridges 
Natural Christmas, which will be held the same day. 

Upcoming Events: 
 Pumpkin Patch Festival: Maxwell’s House, Egg Harbor, Sat., Oct. 11 
 Sister Bay Fall Fest: Saturday & Sunday, Oct. 18-19 
 Jack O’Lantern Days: Founders Square, Fish Creek, Saturday, Oct. 25 
 Christkindle Market: Egg Harbor, Saturdays, Nov. 29 & Dec. 6; Friday, Dec. 12  
 Owl-elujah Christmas at ODBS: Saturday, Dec. 13 


