
Paying it Forward in Action! 
About 8-1/2 years ago, Randy Albert, along 

with his brother Richard, visited Open Door 

Bird Sanctuary through a Festival of Nature 

tour. That was in the early years of our 

collaboration with The Ridges Sanctuary and 

in our own growth. Yet, we impressed the 

brothers with our raptors and our dedication 

not only to raptor care but also to giving as 

many people as possible an awe inspiring and 

maybe even life-changing experience with 

raptors. The brothers also loved nature in 

general and just being in it, so, in addition, 

enjoyed our unique landscape as well. When 

we do these tours, they are 2-3 hours in 

length and while there is great camaraderie, we seldom get to know anyone personally. 

After Richard and Randy visited us, we did not see them again, and although Richard 

continued to support ODBS, no connection was made to the Festival Tour or to Randy.  

Fast forward to one summer day in 2024, when we received a call that a Mr. Randal Albert 

had passed away and had designated money to be given to us. We were so surprised by this 

amazing legacy gift by someone we didn’t really know, although eventually we “connected 

the dots” and put Randal together with Richard.  

Today, we are happy to know that Randy and Richard are indeed brothers and through this 

process, Richard shared the story of their ODBS visit and impressions. It was so gratifying 

to learn a little bit more about Randy and how much he valued ODBS and what we do. So 

much so, that it turned out Randy’s significant bequest came 
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Let’s Celebrate! We’re 15 Years Strong! 
Open Door Bird Sanctuary is 15 and that is a milestone to 

be proud of! From our very humble beginnings with a 

vacant piece of land to 2026 with 18 birds, 6 aviaries, 3 

buildings, a garage and a show stopper van…well, who 

would have imagined?!? 

Well, actually, we did and we are sure glad we did. Over the 

course of the year, we will be treating you to history, fun 

facts and moments through our Snapshot e-news, 

Feathered Focus newsletter, social media and Youtube so 

stay tuned! To start things off, enjoy, this issue of the 

Feathered Focus with some things old and some things new 

and much to be thankful for and look forward to in 2026. 

Randy Alberts (with brown bear (Grizzly) in background at Katmai 
National Park. 

Continued on Page 3 
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What a Long, Great Flight it’s Been! 
As Open Door celebrates its 15th year, we thought we would take a look back at all that has happened — 

and it is a lot! In the Fall 2025 newsletter, we covered the first eight, formative years of Open Door Bird 

Sanctuary. Below is a continuation of that timeline — from 2018 until today! 
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Wowie! 
Zowie!  

Between magnificent 

generosity and lots of 

1st time Annual 

Appeal supporters, 

we beat the Hoot ‘25 

fundraising record 

with more than  

$64,000 donated. We 

have so many 

wonderful ODBS 

family members that 

we posted this list 

right on our website. 

Make sure you read 

over our Closer Look 

2025 to know how we 

are doing and don’t 

worry if you can’t 

find it, we have it 

right on the Annual 

Appeal page of our 

website. �  

Welcome to The Way, 
Way Back of ODBS! 
Here at ODBS, we have wanted to know all we can about our land, it’s 

flora, fauna, people and uses through time. Early on, we learned a lot 

from the Land Trust (more to come) and a little more from the previous 

owner, land records and remains left on the property. You can imagine 

our excitement, then, when the great grandson of one of the early 

pioneers of our property purchased a brick to dedicate to his great-

grandparents who owned the last working farm here.  

After some introductions and connections, we look forward to running a 

series through the year of interviews with Gary Welter, now 85, and 

the grandson of the family who purchased the property, about 80 

acres, in 1918. Gary’s grandfather had emigrated from Luxembourg to the Chicago area and later to Door County. At that 

time, Gary’s own father was only 5. He not only grew up here, but remained here with his wife and new son, Gary. “Growing 

up I still remember when the electric line came in, indoor plumbing (not till 1955) and black topping county I,” he says. “I 

spent all 8 years at Washington School which was part of the farm. My grandfather donated that corner (now owned by our 

good friend Carlton and his family) for a school which then reverted back to dad when it was no longer used as a school.” 

Gary and his son Nick will be visiting us late spring and we look forward to capturing his interesting family history on the 

ODBS property in video interviews and old photos and will present this as a serial with installments throughout the 

summer and fall – Stay tuned! 

Hoot Set for Aug. 27 
We’re back to Thursday this year and YES, we are 

at The Kress Pavilion! We are already planning a 

festive event with our wonderful caterers, Culinaria 

and FlourGirl Patissier. You will want to come for 

our raptors, for super socializing with ODBS 

friends, an all new menu and amazingly brilliant 

generosity! 

Continued from Page 1 

Randy Alberts 

over both 2024 and 2025 and we are so 

grateful for this helping hand. This helping 

hand encourages us to continue to grow, 

inspiring and sharing our raptor residents 

and land with many folks for years to come. 

The photo included here shows Randy in 

Alaska at Katmai National Park with a 

Grizzly Bear in the background, right out in 

the Nature he so loved.  

Much appreciation to Randy and his 

brother, Richard, who continues his ODBS 

membership today. 

Remnants from a bygone farm. Learn more about it this summer. 

In Memory ...  

We know we have an impact on so 

many people, but sometimes don't find 

out who until their love of ODBS is 

honored through a memorial donation. 

We are grateful to these donors for 

their support of ODBS by honoring 

those who have passed. 

• The David Cook Family in honor of 
Hermi B. Kreuger 

• Bruce Nason in honor of           
Hermi B. Kreuger   

• Harald Halvorsen in honor of     
Walt Fisher 

• Michael Jacobs in honor of         
Julie Brunsch 

• Janelle Peotter in honor of        
Terry Brandner 
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Phone: 920-493-BIRD facebook.com/opendoorbirdsanctuary 

Website: www.opendoorbirdsanctuary.org FEIN#: 90-0627524  

Upcoming Events: 
Winter/Spring Raptor Saturdays: 

• February 21 

• March 21 

• April 25 

Admission: $12 for ages 13+,  $7 for ages 5-12, <5 free 

New Membership Program for 2026 
Membership in an organization sounds like something that is simply defined but it can really imply something special: 

people who, together, make up a group or organization.  The operative word is together. 

Our members really do come together to make up ODBS. You, our members, come out and see us at events, you enjoy the 

sanctuary, you support our fundraising efforts, you congratulate our successes and you help us to keep growing.   

Our memberships have always been no frills and we put all of your dollars to work immediately. We thought it was the 

right time to offer a more robust membership program which gives you a few options to choose from instead of just one. 

So…presenting the 2026 Membership Program which goes into effect February 1. If you are interested in upgrading your 

current Sustaining Membership, it would be the difference between the Sustaining and Raptor Levels. Please contact 

Jillaine for assistance: Jillaine.seefeldt@opendoorbirdsanctuary.org 

Everyone who received the Annual Appeal mailing and who donates a minimum of either $25 for a single or $50 for 

familyduring our Annual Appeal (which is tracked from mid-November to mid-January) is automatically a Sustaining 

Member.  

Level 1  Sustaining Membership 
Single:  $25 

Family: $50 (2 adults and children or 2 adults & grandchildren)   

• Reduced price tickets to the Hoot-e-Nanny in August 

Level 2  Raptor Membership 
Single: $75 single 

Family: $150 (as described above) membership* 

•  (2) Raptor Saturday passes for a single or family 

• 10% discount on Nature Center merchandise 

• Reduced price tickets to the Hoot-e-Nanny in August 

Level 3  Lifetime Forever Home Membership 
One time fee of $2000 (single or family)* 

• Free Raptor Saturday admission forever 

• 25% discount on Nature Center merchandise 

• Reduced price tickets to the Hoot-e-Nanny in 

August 

• 4 x 8 dedication brick in NC walkway engraved 

with your name and Lifetime Member** 

Membership passes are not transferrable 

*A portion may be tax deductible 

**Note: this brick cannot be customized 

 

Buy a Brick for Posterity & Help Us Build New Walkways! 
Become a part of Open Door’s legacy by sponsoring an engraved brick 

for our new walkways this spring. Purchase a paver for you, your loved 

one or your favorite bird.  

On sale now, bricks are available in three sizes: 

• 4x8 for $150 

• 8x8 for $250 

• 12x12 for $500 

Contact Jillaine at Jillaine.Seefeldt@opendoorbirdsanctuary.org or 

414.897.6569 for more details or to place an order. 
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