
A Family Reconnects with ODBS 
By Jillaine Seefeldt,  
Administration & Development Director 

Can you imagine growing up in Door County, then 
moving and living away for many years but eventually 
breaking up and selling the acreage you grew up on? 
Then one fine day, reading the Door County Advocate 
from afar and learning that there is now a bird sanctuary 
occupying your former home-land? But let’s zoom forward 
for a moment. Last December, Nick Welter thoughtfully 
visited the ODBS Cool Merch page on our website to get 
his dad, Gary, something for Christmas and then saw the 
opportunity for a legacy brick. Next thing you know, I see 
a brick coming through with the words, “In honor of Nick 
and Leona Welter – Family Homestead – Their legacy 
lives on in the land of this sanctuary:” 

Wow! I thought, who is this? and immediately reached 
out with that very question! It turns out the Nick I spoke 
with is the grandson of Nick and Leona Welter, whose 
parents actually purchased the 80 acres which included 
ODBS, the home on the corner of Ehlers and County I 
and the home of Clint Seely just to the east of our 
entrance, as well as the 40 acres to the north of us, now 
owned and protected by longtime ODBS supporters. 

Matthew and Mary Welter emigrated from Luxembourg to the Chicago area. In 1918, they 
moved to Door County with wife and son Nick, age 5, to take up residence in what is now 
Clint’s home. In 1939, a grown-up Nick married Leona Weborg, from very near by, and 
shortly after, Nick and Leona purchased the property from his mother Mary. His father, 
Matthew, had passed away and coming off the Depression it was tremendous that they 
could afford this and keep his mom with them for the rest of 
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Summer’s Here and the  
Time is Right for ODBS! 
At long last our record setting winter is blossoming and 
chirping into spring and early summer! If you're just tuning 
in, the sanctuary is bursting with activity from new birds to 
new driveway gravel to new amazing walkways. We are 
busier than ever with Raptor Saturdays, tours, and 
programs of all kinds and we can't wait to see you and 
share our majestic raptor residents! 

Continued on Page 3 

Gary’s parents, Nick and Leona Welter, on their 
wedding day in 1939, just prior to purchasing the 
land where Open Door Bird Sanctuary is located. 
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Get Your Party Clothes Ready for a 
Hoot’n Good Time This August! 
That’s right, the Hoot is right around the corner so double 
check your calendar and make sure Thursday August 27 is 
circled, highlighted and has big Owl Eyes on it so you know 
you can join in the fun at the Kress Pavilion again this year. 
We really had a lovely time out on the veranda, raptors and 
guests, and then moved inside for dinner and serious fundrais-
ing.  

This year we have an all new, fun, yummy and creative Culi-
naria menu: a potato pancake bar with more fixin’s than you 
can imagine from pulled chicken to veggies, traditional top-
pings and more. Along with that will also be a lovely green 
salad. Of course, Chef Scott will start us snacking with a beau-
tiful charcuterie and dipping station and Sarah from FlourGirl 
will finish us off with new raspberry bars! With wine and more 
at the bar you are sure to be delighted. We are all at the Hoot 
to support ODBS and between the online shopping network, 
our fantastic raffle and the how-high-can-we-fly paddle raiser 
we can raise the roof by hitting $60,000 this year! If you have never attended, everyone or couple will get a paddle with a 

number. Later in the evening we will work on the raptor care budget 
for 2027 among other things and by raising your paddle when a dol-
lar figure is called out, you take the opportunity to pledge that 
amount. There is something for every budget just as there are ex-
penses of all sizes. It’s a fun way to contribute and be involved with 
the group energy but please know that if paddling is not your “thing” 
you can still donate by contacting Jillaine, shopping the online page 
or using the Donate Button that will be on the Hoot page. We accept 
credit cards, checks (generally mailed in) and cash. 

And last but definitely not least, this year we received a very special 
bronze Saw Whet owl sculpture and that will not only be part of the 
raffle but this item will be a public raffle available for ticket purchase 
starting with the Hoot kick-off at Al Johnson’s on Sunday Aug 23rd 
through Wed Aug 26th 5pm. Any additional tickets will only be sold at 
the Hoot. The winning ticket will be drawn along with the other raf-
fle items but this will be the only item where the winner need not be 
present. We are honored by the generosity of artist Mark Dziewor 

and thanks to Rob for 
being an outstanding 
tour guide which is 
what inspired Mark to 
give!  

We look forward to wel-
coming you to this live-
ly-folksy-classy-birdy of 
a good time! 

We invite you to consider joining the High 
Flyer League, a group dedicated to the 
longevity of Open Door Bird Sanctuary, as 
part of your estate planning. We all strive 
to create a life well lived with moments 
and deeds by which to be remembered. 
Designating funds to help provide a secure 
future for Open Door Bird Sanctuary and 
the raptors you love, who all call ODBS 
home, is a wonderful way to share what is 
important to you with your loved ones for 
generations to come. 

Other options for charitable giving include 
a RMD or Required Minimum Distribution 
which provides you with tax benefits and 
something called a Charitable Trust. This 
option allows you to put a larger amount of 
money into the account but donate smaller 
amounts at a time and not just in the given 
year, also providing tax benefits. 

A collage of photos from last year’s Hoot. Don’t miss out on the fun this year! 



her days. Gary, the only child of Nick and Leona, came along in 1941 and 
spent his first 20 years growing up on the property, exploring many of the 
very same features we explore and highlight. Gary eventually married 
Kathy and they relocated to Milwaukee to raise three sons, but the property 
remained in the family until 1982. 

On April 22, we hosted Gary and his two of his sons Nick and Pete, sharing 
with them what their home has become and at the same time being regaled 
with fond memories of the complexion and life of the greater property as 
they knew it. Gary is a nature junkie as we are, and Gary and Rob were 
soon immersed in conversation about various land features that are still here, like the sink hole and the channel the little 
creek takes when the rains are heavy and the water table is high. Not to mention things not there back then like all of these 
crazy apple trees! Actually most of the trees were not present. After a bit of a raptor tour, we headed out onto the Maple Glen 
trail for a walkabout combined with a journey 
down memory lane with Gary.  

We are honored and grateful to have the 
support of John Nelson of Door Guide 
Publishing (Go Guide and much more) and 
Chris Opper who runs the Door County Film 
Festival and owns The Red Putter in Ephraim. 
Chris joined us on the entire walkabout and is 
bringing this memorable interview to life by 
creating a series of YouTube videos that we 
will post between now and October.  

We will also make this information and links 
to the channel available on our website as well. 
We hope you’ll enjoy this enjoy this personal 
journey into ODBS history through the visual 
artistry of Chris Opper. Each time we post a 
video, we will also send out the Snapshot E-
news. If you don’t receive emails,  you can add 
your email to the list or just periodically check 
out our YouTube channel or the website where 
they will be posted. The link to the first 
video is: https://youtu.be/yoylaX2FaLg 
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ODBS is bringing back a fun and family friendly event called Raptor 
Rambles on Saturday June 13th from 4:30-7pm. It will be an 
opportunity to meet and learn about a variety of the ODBS residents. 
Starting with an easy picnic dinner, attendees will receive a 
“treasure” trail map and set out in small groups to discover the ODBS 
birds on the trail system. The birds will be with handlers who will 
clue you in on all the cool things about their birds. It’s a great way to 
see parts of the sanctuary that you haven’t visited or a great way to 
discover ODBS for the first time. The other viewing areas will also be 
open along with a campfire in the picnic area where the event starts. 

Reservations required with advance ticket purchase through 
the Raptor Rambles page on our website or by contacting 
Jillaine at Jillaine.seefeldt@opendoorbirdsanctuary.org or  
414-897-6569 
  

A Family Homestead is Now Our Raptor Home 

Raptor Rambles Returns! 

Continued from Page 1 

Rob takes Gary 
on a tour of 
Open Door Bird 
Sanctuary, which 
was his home 
stomping 
grounds for two 
decades of his 
childhood. 

Gary with his dog on what is now Clint Seely’s property. 



Located at: 
4114 County Road I 

Jacksonport, WI 

Phone: 920-493-BIRD 
facebook.com/opendoorbirdsanctuary FEIN#: 90-0627524  

Volunteer Spotlight: Sam Watson 
Background: I moved to Door County in 2022 to work at the Peninsu-
la Pulse, my first job after graduating from UW-Madison with a double 
major in journalism and philosophy. I now live in Baileys Harbor with 
my husband and our three cats – Desmond, Penny and Kermit :)  

What Got Me Into ODBS: I am not much of a “people person,” so 
coming in to take care of the birds every week sounded like an intro-
vert-friendly way to volunteer. Since starting, I have gotten out of my 
comfort zone and started presenting birds in front of groups at ODBS 
and elsewhere. Turns out having a bird on your glove is a great way to 
break the ice with new people and reduce some of the pressure of pub-
lic speaking! 

What I Like About ODBS: Everything! My time at ODBS is always 
a highlight of my week. For me, the most rewarding part of volunteer-
ing is the relationships you slowly build with the birds. Whenever the routine of cleaning up after them starts to feel like a 
slog, they remind you what you’re doing it for: Fisher greets you with a hello peep, or Aisling shows you his scrape nest, or a 
bird steps onto your glove for the first time. Seeing tangible evidence of the trust that’s developing between you and the bird 
is such a powerful feeling, and it makes every day at the sanctuary feel purposeful. 

Sam Watson is  an editorial assistant at Peninsula Pulse 

Welcome to our new Raptor Residents! 
If you have been watching our Snapshot E-news, 
The Peninsula Pulse or Let’s Go Door County, you 
will know that we welcomed in two new birds this 
winter. Oh wait, did I say two? Actually…we re-
cently received a third new bird, a Broadwing 
Hawk, yet to be named. Barney the Barn Owl 
(photo far right)  and Filbert the Gray Eastern 
Screech Owl (photo near right) debuted in March. 
Barn Owls are virtually non-existent in Wiscon-
sin, so we have been scouring the country for suit-
able breeders, of which there are only a few and Barney came to us from Arizona, just a cou-
ple months old. Filbert came in from the wild due to a car strike and is not able to be released. 
Our great rehab partner Wildlife of Wisconsin came up for a visit and brought Filbert along. 
By the way, we thought it would be fun to keep our screech names in the nut family. Did you 
know a filbert is another name for a hazelnut? So technically Hazelnut and Walnut but we all like Filbert as his real name! 
We will be launching a naming contest for our Broadwing Hawk soon, so stay tuned. 

Sam with Radar 

June Events: 
Check our Event Calendar for more information 
· Raptor Chats at Whitefish Dunes and Peninsula State Park 
· Raptor Rambles June 13 
· Thirsty Cow Fundraiser June 19 
· Fyr Bal June 20 
· Forestville, Fish Creek and Washington Island Library programs 
· Raptor Saturday June 27th 


